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Tllegal

ration

oses seeumty gaps

ecor dmg 6 Rakesh Ko:'
chlar with the Pew His-

the United States from Mezico'
are illegal. That highlights the
frustration of many Hoosiers re--
garding the federal government’s
constitutional performance as .
Washington continues to claim
‘tougher border enforcement The
much- ant1c1pated .
summer study
committee on il- |
legal 1m1n1g'rat1on ;
began its work

this month.

Law professors
told us how im-
migration policy .
is strictly in the
domain of the
feds. Demographic experts told
us that Indiana is hecoming an
“emerging Hispanic state” and
that the vast majority of illegal
immigrants living in Indiana en-
ter through Mexico. A longtime
Hoosier patriot of Mexican des-
cent defended the value of “un-

Delph

documented workers” to the di- -

versity and economic wtallty of .
Indiana. -

- What's lost in the discussion is
the rule of law and the immedi-
ate national security threat to our

- state and nation from not know-
"ing who is in our country and.for

.what purpose. In 1986, President

Reagan signed the Immigration
Reform and Control Act giving '
amnesty to all illegal aliens who-
-had remained underg:round for
four years or more. It was billed
as the “most comprehensive re-
form” to meeting the problem of
illegal immigration. -

The-country was told that it
-would be the last amnesty pro-
gram ever needed a5 it placed the

‘burden on employers to validate -

the status of current and future .
employees. It attempted to hold
employers accountable for know-
ingly and wzlhngly hiring illegal
workers, However, the only real
enforcement of the law was the -

‘_bl‘aI]ket pardon g:ven to those hv-.'- )

pamc Center, 80 percent -
of immigrants entering -
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ing underground
Today the problem has not

- been solved and, in a post-9/11

world, Americans are at risk be-

- cause of the complacency and in-
. competence of Washington.

President Hugo Chavez of Ven-
ezuela, no friend of the United

-States, continyes to develop ties

with Middle Eastern enemies. Al-
Qaida continues to exploit the
playbook of Hezbollah and Ha-

* mas in recruiting men and

women in economic despair. And
a hemisphere of potential

recruits goes unnoticed while hu-
man rights are exploited inr the

unguenchable thirst for cheap la—
. - bor and higher profits.

According to & recent congres-

_sional report, “a riuclear, chemi-

cal or biclogical weapon in the
hands of terrorists remains the

single greatest threat to our na- -
tion” Hoosiers are a welcoming -

people and admire hard work
and achievement. However, in a
post-9/11 world, we have to be

© very careful and mindful of our

surroundings,
1 talked last year of the explm-
tation of human beings for profit

- and of the real cost borne every
_ day by Hoosier taxpayers in

health eare, education and social
services. Th1s year I will con-
tinue to do so, but T will also try.

to get my fellow citizens to think

about the security of our state
and country. Thomas Jefferson
once said that “the price of free-

~ dom is eternal vigilance?” If our
‘state and nation are to continue

to prosper, then we have to en-
force the law. We have a right to
set the rules by which others be-
come citizens. We have a right to
know who is in our country and
for what purpose. And we have a
right to hold those, governments

_and people accountable for vio-
“'lating our laws.

* De!ph isa Republacan state senator -
from Carmei .



